6/25/70 



i.'-^ry, Taul, Gary, Dick, 

Fou -J.c.cy people, I f Vw about -0 minutes bef ^re I v/vken ^*11 .n c, --ewerd 
x ,rU 0 -»•-turns Dome today) so, v#. th something i intended making a note about any¬ 
way, I write you. 


Cot s call yesterday afterno-n from a ZTZ Times reporter, 
A hsnks and ask a few question-: ta?n anything else, and I am under L 
that If they do a story be is not. ue is, personally, happy that x 
the Freedom of Information Act against Justice, whic h had lied t^ 
denied I -ad filed, xie had 8 set of the Hay documents, gi ven him b 
end had reed them. 


~r: t~ s y 
-xe vopres'ion 
filed un'er 
him and 
y Justice 


^ ^ uac £i0 » n this \?e happening because a reporter on the dasnington 

Post usd phoned tue day be for to tell me, and Le hed kno..n earlie r t-at they 
were doing it because t^ose very,very honorable men for whom ns works hed asked 
for tnem, their v;ay of keeping Ue bargain * had .mde with tnem on UrLs, instead 
of ucing tue agreed story, which might have done some g^od. 

I confeso being torn on this, X am glad we can force the bustards to 
stop at least some suppressions, but I c-nnot claim to be jumping with joy when +hey 
out me to ell this trouble and expense and then give my nard-earned away and under 
circumstances l-ct could hurt me. The book is now agre d to, verbally, with a small 
pudickers. I do not particularly like being deniea the first use os my work# And, 
oi course, this is irustrating oecause it even denies me the op ortunity to recoun 
ny of t e costs, small ones being very great to me right now. 

r1> 1 haven 1 1 seen tue Post yet, and t-i c guy pr-raised uC s,nd me e clip if 

Ins - L imes carries anything. From his description, the govt did cocy tue entire/fiIt 
for those 7/ho asked for it. I'll be cueeing either his or tne Post copy for this 
purpose, but I see no reason'for them not to make it all available. Nor do I see 
any special story in tue content for the press, the proceeding having fce':n well 
reported and tue contents of tue file containing no real news for the standard press. 

My proposal to this publisher, who was here about 6-7 weeks ago, was 
that they select out and edit down the King material from COUP (wnicu wil* not 
require a ne.. title) and give me, vs an advance against royalties, enough to 
prirA tue whole work or do that for *u themselves, if J -^ey can do it at/ess cost. 
They are in accord, but the more I thi nk of it and tue more I lo-m: at the effects of 
out way of living on Lil, the more certain 1 become I just ce :_ot afford this. 

First tae hunk that will have to go for t3 X es will have to be salted down, then I 
hiuk tho rest wil 1 h vo tr go on our indebtedness, which looms larger to dei n y. 

I tuink that means that th ~Hier ports of this work wil" go without being printed, 
but perhaps with one of the processes Paul can draw upon, for the few who might want 
it enough to pay •_ large cost, copies can be available. 

I am sorry Howard is leaving today, for he is a very bright, very help¬ 
ful ,,oung men, mature 'for his 16 years, and a fine fellow in every way. Because he 
was here to help and had learned how my files ars arranged and in those areas that 
interested him, ue was able to find things fc r me wnile 1 wrote, and in the past 
two days 1 have drafted tue coming two complaints for other suppressed (JFK) stuff. 
Again I focus on Justice nd, as now drafted, them alone, not. even with the Arch i/s 
^as co-defendant. (I think they should bem but I’m taking Bud’s advice. I’ll argue 
^his v.i tu him before revision). So, a guest like Howard doesn’t cut down output, 
paying back the time he takes v/uile he takes itl 





Howard has "one more than go over ray liles, borrowing what he wants, 
C0T) yiri S pictures of whicii he wants copies, end reading -hat interests ainuette has 
nrenared an indeh of my correspondence, to date, with t .e gov rnraent, cu sucject. 
•L= vi 11 b° uslpful from time to time, in various ways, tut I tuink especially 
in court. I nave'made up a duplicat file for this urpose, so I’ll nave everything 
with me on any suit. And I do e: ect tas -ay to come so-n warn t-ey u- no, cave 
in so easily. In feet, the next two complaints are not designee, to raa..e i, easier 
for them to capitulate, though I'd not be unhappy if they do, for - haven a y ; t 
pre-oarad the big one (for which I wish Howard could nave ce-:n aere, t^t bsin & toe 
erea'he did toow, these being relatively strange to aim). 


So as of June 25, 1970, with no trouble, I can tell any of you what 
sstod for, Aether or not I got it (if accompanied by a covering letter), etc. 
try end send aim copies from now on, so he can update it at home. 


I 

I'll 


Paul and Gary especially, this reminds me of something I tainto.voul,. be 
helpful, ps-p. irn court. I tuink it would be good if I could nave a file of your 
correspondence v/ita tns government, with what should not be disclosed unaer any. 
circumstances so marked, and for this court purpose. 1 njve some of it, but it is 
scattered by subject, ^n Paul’s case, it should include ; im*s. how do you <ffeel about 
this, and about -toward reading and indexing all of it, at his horned is on 
vacation now. iie goes to Penn this fall, on a full scnolarship, no mean acoomplish- 
raent since he is s year of two early and nas done all this work while earning a 
fasntastic scholastic record 0 


You see, I hope he can be my research assistant in co Art, when 1 have 
hearings on these case, so his knowing tue material can ce invaluable, he has a 
good memory, a sharp min., and it is much frsshe: than mine, besides, I 11 u-v- to 
be t.:e lawyer, so ray mind, in court, will be ~n other things* I’ll ^ o^is up 
with him. I think he’ll do it. I’ve just, awakened him. 

Ther should be obvious benefits to having a single soureg Ox xno.»ledge 
of the major requests for material. It will be impossible to type this for the 
immediate future and, I think, it is premature right now anyway. And other things 
are mo re important. 


Tie de have index cards on all ray completed books, an a if I cai ev^r 
get a bright kid to come here for a while, 1 nope to <n n soli date them after the 
imprinted indexes are typed up. It would be good if 7; e coul^ run 3 ±e.. others in 
like Sylvia’s, especially. 


The two drafted complaints are on the Ferrie documents and the spectro. 
neither is a simnle eonralaint. Each is designed to inform the judge, the government 
attorneys and the press. Neither tells all 1 know, but they are detailed, hile 
these are designed to try and pry loose what 1 have long tried to get^end s^i 
want very much end v -y seriously, they are also calculated to soliaixy t e 
by establishing precedents in several areas, which I do not take oime to explain 
here and now. Facn of these ass such collateral purposes and in sea case I uave 
them in rather large lies I’ll expose in court. In the Ferrie decs suit I uave 
vvnat Way sr. withholding in several cases, neither meeting tae description oi 
tneir reasons for witnnolding and neither meeting any standard permiubiug^it. 

There remeins work tc be cleaned up on these, including editing, getting uogether 
v/itn h U d, w£io nas promised to cast a legal eye oh them, etc., then tae liling, 
where even tae fees will be a problem. Tnen 1 ^ope tc get to taepanel one. 


I’ve awakened the others, so.... 


best, 


